AFRICA INVESTMENT SUMMIT
NEW YORK

bridging AFRICA’S investment gap

SEPTEMBER 25-26, 2019

A CONTINENT ON THE MOVE
In September 2019, more than 1000 leaders including
Presidents, Head of State and Government, top
governement ministers and advisers, Chief executive
Oﬃcers of leading Corporations from across Africa
and around the world, heads of ﬁnancial institutions
including multilateral developments banks, members
of the international development community,
academia and the media will gather in New York to
address the boundless opportunities presented by
Africa, a Continent on the move. Holding in the
margins of the United Nations General Assembly, the
Africa Investment Summit will bring together, high
level decision makers from both Government and
Business to map the future of the African landscape,
explore business opportunities and forge investment
partnerships with a dynamic Africa and her plethora of
investment opportunities. Three high level segments
of the summit will hold at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York.

Now in its eight edition, the African Investment Summit
has established itself as an essential platform for
members of the international investment community to
engage Governments and the most inﬂuential
business players in Africa; it is also an important date in
the diary of CEO’s of leading businesses in Africa
interested in accessing international investment
opportunities.
With a view to regenerating growth and renewing the
Africa rising trajectory, the Africa Investment Summit is
focusing on increasing capital ﬂows to Africa. Apart
from being a market place for investment capital, this
programme will go a longway to address the fears and
raise the hopes of international investors who are
becoming increasingly exited about Africa’s economic
prospect. The summit will gear up countries and the
business community to scale up capital ﬂows to Africa

M a t c h i n g A f r i c a ’s d o m e s t i c r e s o u r c e s w i t h at the adequate level necessary to move the continent
international capital ﬂows in managing the continent’s from the margins to the mainstream of the global
human, natural and mineral resources will eﬀectively economy.
make African Countries, great players in today’s Discussion at the submit will leave participants with a
competitive global economy.
roadmap for keeping abreast of trends and
developments in Aﬁca’s most strategic markets.

‘‘ AFRICA’S VAST RESOURCES HUMAN, NATURAL AND MINERALS MAKES THE CONTINENT A
COMPELLING INVESTMENT
DESTINATION AND MAJOR POLE IN THE
EMERGING GLOBAL ECONOMIC
ARCHITECTURE’’.
George W. Bush
43rd President of the United State of America
Africa Investment Summit 2012

The 2019 Africa Investment Summit will take place against a backdrop of slowing
global economic growth, hitting hard at international capital ﬂows. Global
development needs today, for example, runs into trillions of dollars, yet,
commitments stands at just $400 billion. This reﬂects a huge ﬁnancing gap for the
world to ﬁll. Nowhere is this more pertinent than in Africa, where hundreds of
millions of people remain trapped below the poverty line. Infrastructure ﬁnance
for example, the African Development Bank estimates that some $130 billion to
$170 billion are required annually to ﬁnance infrastructure alone in Africa. Today,
pledges and commitments for that amount to just $63 billion (2016 ﬁgures). When
other sectors are added to the picture, it becomes clear that this is just a tiny drop
in the ocean of Africa's needs, further revealing a huge and growing gap that must
be bridged in ﬁnancing development in Africa.
This is particularly challenging for Africa, given present uncertainties in the global
economic system. To be sure, this include the slowdown in the Chinese economy;
uncertainty over Britain's exit from the European Union; united state-china trade
face oﬀ; and Europe's weak recovery from the ﬁnancial crisis, and its attendant
redirection of capital ﬂows from the developing world. Before these, most
countries in Africa were already hit by multiple shocks, including dwindling foreign
reserves; sharp decline in prices of non-fuel commodities, partly because of the
re-balancing of the Chinese economy from consumption to investment; fall in oil
prices, mainly as a result of OPEC's decision to defend market shares; and the
adverse eﬀect of relaxing quantitative easing by Central Banks of some
developed countries which increased the cost of borrowing. All these in a vortex

of fast paced international developments which gets messier by the day, clearly suggesting that the prospects of increasing

capital ﬂows to Africa is not particularly encouraging. As such, the World Bank in April trimmed Africa's growth projection for 2019
from 3.3% to 2.8%. The International Monetary Fund was more optimistic in its forecast, but still downgraded Africa's growth
from 3.8% to 3.5%.
Set against these challenges are the huge potentials that Africa presents as an investment destination. With a population of
over 1 billion, projected to grow to 1.5 billion in 2030, Africa oﬀers a huge market. It is endowed with vast mineral resources,
including some rare earth metals that are used in the manufacture of components of various high technology products.
Signiﬁcant opportunities also exist for investment in power, transport and telecommunications infrastructure, which are
essential to reviving economic growth in the region. With adequate training and skills for its youths, Africa’s youth bulge can be
Ongoing political and economic reforms, coupled with the high return on investment in the region, strengthen the case for Africa
as a compelling investment destination. The Africa Investment Summit is a platform designed to provide business leaders and
policy makers to dialogue on critical issues, identify challenges as well as measures to overcome them, and highlight
opportunities for increased investment into the region. The summit will provide the forum for developing strategic partnerships
between governments and businesses to help African countries diversify their economies by reducing their dependence on
primary commodities; make Africa’s economy competitive; and promote an inclusive economic growth. Participants in the
Summit will learn about investment trends, underlying growth drivers, and prospects in Africa’s trade and investment, including
in-depth analysis of industry and country speciﬁc developments.

HIGH LEVEL SESSION ON REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY
The annual high level security roundable, which is strictly by invitation, takes place at
the United Nations Headquarters in New York. It will review the African Security
landscape, especially persistent and emerging threats to peace, security and
development on the continent. It will also evaluate progress made, and review the
adequacy of existing mechanisms and lessons learned in the eﬀort to combat threats to
peace on the continent. The session will also share best practices and identify
obstacles, constraint and action and initiatives needed to overcome them as well as
new and emerging issues. What role businesses and partnerships can play to make
Africa more peaceful, stable and secure for increased investment inﬂow will also be on top of the agenda. Heads of State
and Government as well as Heads of Country delegations to the UN General Assembly and Heads of international
organizations as well leading international partners in the area of peace and security will also be in attendance.

COUNTRY FOCUSED ROUNDTABLE WITH INTERNATIONAL INVESTORS
The investment potential of Africa is enormous. Many Countries will be participating in
the high level segment for political leaders at the highest level, with invited CEO’s, with
a view to reaching out to investment ﬁnanciers, development partners and project
developers. Designed to showcase investment opportunities in selected countries.
this session presents a unique platform for African Countries and International
investors to engage and seek measures for partnership on proposed and ongoing
projects. The session will also feature a roundtable of State Governors with leading international investors as well as a
city-to-city cooperation forum to promote inter-city partnership for development between cities in Africa and the USA.

THE ROAD TO 2030: PARTNERSHIP FOR
THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
This session will focus on Africa on the sustainable Development Drive and the
prospect of building eﬀective international partnerships for African Countries, States,
and Cities to meet the SDG’s by the set date of 2030. The is particularly important,
given the special needs of Africa, particularly, the need to increase capital inﬂow into
key segments of the continent’s economy to drive development in a sustainable
manner, Despite promise of high returns on investment, international Investors often
shy away from Africa, scared by the scale, complexity, political and policy risk involved
in countries concerned. These, in addition to the vortex of uncertainties in the
international system, suggests that Africa is moving into a less friendly international economic environment. The
challenge now is how to ensure that Africa has all it needs to meet the SDGs. Getting sustainable development on track
in these countries will require eﬀective international partnerships and the session promises to mobilize leading
international development partners to realize this goal.

EXPAND YOUR NETWORKING REACH
The Africa Investment Summit provides further space and
means to expand your networks, to identify potential partners
and hold discussion through:

ATTEND THIS HIGH LEVEL EVENT
WHERE YOU CAN:
Engage top minds in Business and Government

“WITHOUT DOUBT, AFRICA IS ON
THE MOVE... AFRICA IS A GREAT
INVESTMENT DESTINATION...
I DO SAY THAT THE RISING STAR
OF THE 21ST CENTURY CAN
INDEED, BE AFRICA”

Meet Financial Partners
Obtain information from policy makers about Africa’s economic outlook, trade
and investment opportunities in national economies across Africa.
Listen to lively presentations from industry experts and policy makers.
Discuss leading issues about Africa’s investment climate and market
Network with Heads of Government, Economic Ministers, top Policy Makers and business executives
Find Potential business Partners
Access Innovative ﬁnancing opportunities
Forge project partnerships
Explore opportunities for investment partnership with participanting national and state Governments.
Showcase your company to a truly international business gathering

Tony Blair
Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom
African Investment Summit,
New York September 2011

Identity numerous investment opportunities
Chose new business deals
Open new business relations
Deepen existing business ties

EXHIBITION

BUILDING ON
THE SUCCESS OF
PAST SESSION OF THE
AFRICA INVESTMENT SUMMIT
1530 participants: 4 Presidents;
2 Prime Ministers; 11 Nigerian
Ministers; 23 CEOs of Banks
Financing Houses, Hedge funds
Development banks and
Projects ﬁnanciers

Provides the platform for participating companies and
government agencies to promote their organisation in an
international setting.
B2B MEETING

The Africa Investment Summit provides participant with the
opportunity to hold private meetings and conﬁdential business
discussions. Our team will assist you set up such engagement
ahead of the event.
GALA DINNER

Participants will be treated to a grand dinner in a luxurious
setting with opportunity for further business discussion and
networking.

“AFRICA IS A CONTINENT OF
CHALLENGE AND PROMISE. THE
UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED
TO HELPING AFRICAN NATIONS
MEET THESE CHALLENGES AND
FULFILL THAT PROMISE WITH
POLICIES AND INITIATIVES
DESIGNED TO EXTEND LIBERTY,
PROSPERITY AND PEACE ON
THE CONTINENT
Condoleeza Rice
66th Secretary of State of the United States
Africa Investment Summit
September 2013

AGENDA

AFRICA
INVESTMENT

new york
September 25-26, 2019

summit

SPEAKERS AT PAST SUMMITS

Presidential Breakfast Session (By Invitation)
The New Impetus for Africa
High Level Session on Scaling Up International Resources
and Partnerships for Education, Empowerment and Innovation in Africa
Strengthening the Security Architecture for Increased Capital Flows to Africa

Strategic Outlook of Africa's Promising Markets
Future Frontiers of Africa's Value Chains
Building Sustainable Markets with Traditional and Emerging Partners
A New Financial Architecture for the Sustainable Development Goals

Muhammadu Buhari
President of Nigeria

George W. Bush
43rd President of the
United States

Olusegun Obasanjo
Former President
Federal Republic of Nigeria

Tony Blair
British Prime Minister
[1997 - 2007]

“BEYOND THESE CURRENT
CHALLENGES, THE UNDERLYING
DRIVERS OF GROWTH THAT HAVE
BEEN IN PLAY IN AFRICA OVER
THE PAST DECADE OR SO - MOST
IMPORTANTLY, THE MUCH
IMPROVED BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT - GENERALLY
CONTINUE TO BE IN PLACE, AND
FAVOURABLE DEMOGRAPHICS
ARE POISED TO SUPPORT THESE DRIVERS
OVER THE COMING
DECADES”

AFRICA
INVESTMENT

new york
September 25-26, 2019

summit

International Monetary Fund
Regional Economic Outlook
(Sub Saharan Africa: Time for Policy Reset)
April, 2016

Strategic Outlook on Health Care
Finding the annual $107 Billion for Infrastructure in Africa
Next Steps to the Great Industrial Transformation in Africa
A view on Financial Innovation for SME's
CEO’s Lunch With Presidents of West African Countries
Closing the Financing Gap for Energy Transformation in Africa

Jacob Zuma
Former President
Republic of South Africa

Aliko Dangote
President and Founder,
Dangote Group

Condoleeza Rice
66th Secretary of State
United States of America

Goodluck Jonathan
Former President
Federal Republic of Nigeria

New Momentum for Climate Finance
Scaling Up Trade Finance for Africa
Rethinking Aid for Trade
Deepening the Markets: Current Policies and Future Responses
The Road to Greater Financial Inclusion in Africa
Shaping the Future of Innovative Financing Mechanisms in Africa

AFRICAN BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
NEPAD
BUSINESS
GROUP

Building Momentum for the African Continental Free Trade Area
A New Financial Architecture for Regional Integration Projects

Conscience, Nutured by Truth

Growing Africa’s Agriculture
Abdulsalam Abubakar
Former Head of State
Federal Republic of Nigeria

Janez Jansa
Former Prime Minister of Slovenia

Ibrahim Gambari
Former Under Secretary-General
United Nations

Jim Ovia
Chairman, Zenith Bank

Taxing Times: Mapping Paths to Domestic Resource Mobilization
Conversation on Africa's Ocean Economy

CAPITAL 3

Bolstering Investment in Fragile Contexts
Addressing Africa’s Irregular Migration Crisis
Expanding the Creative Economy

Escaping the unemployment trap
Godwin Emeﬁele
Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria

Boni Iyayi
Former President of Benin Republic

Hafez Ghanem
Vice President, Africa
World Bank

Ngozi Okonjo Iweala
Fomer Minister of Finance,
Nigeria

Next Steps to a Digital Future
Bridging Africa's Investment Gap: Reﬂections and Looking Ahead
Networking Reception
Gala Dinner and Award Ceremony

Gilbert Houngbo
President
International Fund for Agriculture Development

Zeinab Badawi
International News Anchor BBC

Rob Davies
Minister of Trade and Industry
Republic of South Africa

Akinwunmi Adesina
President
African Development Bank

For Participation, Registration
and sponsorship enquiries,
please contact:
African Business Roundtable
ECOWAS Commission,
Niger House,
56 Ralph Sodeinde Street
Central Business District
Abuja, Nigeria
Email:
info@abrwestafrica.org
abrwestrafrica2@gmail.com
Telephone:
+234 815 606 3480
+234 815 606 3486
+234 817 031 2893
+234 817 031 12894
www.abrnetwork.org

Carlos Pascual
US Envoy and Coordinator for
International Energy Aﬀairs

Olukayode Pitan
Managing Director/CEO
Bank of Industry

Andrew Herscowitz
Coordinator Power Africa

Costance Hamilton
United States Assistant Trade
Representative for Africa

UNLOCKING
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
IN AFRICAN MARKETS

AN ESSENTIAL PLATFORM FOR INVESTORS
INTERESTED IN ACCESSING AFRICA’S MARKETS

